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f7. DESCRIPTION

(Ch.eck One)
CONDITION )
Excellent [] Good Fair [ Deteriarated [ Ruins ] Unexposed [ ]
INTEGRIT (Chack One) (Check One)
Y Altered Unaltered [] Moved [7] Original Site [§

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (I known} PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The general layout of the historic district of Alexandria consists of
uniform rectangular blocks in a grid pattern. The streets are lined

with townhouses, the more important of which are generally free-standing
while the: majority are either semi-detached or non-detached. Most of

the structures are brick or frame. The architecture found in the district
includes the full-range of the late-eighteenth and nineteenth century
styles, but the dlStrlCt is more moted for its outstanding buildings of
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A\ (Check One)

CONDITION [ Exceilent ] Geod [[] Fair {7 Detericrated [J Ruins [7] Unexposed
{Check One) {Check One)
O Altered [ Uncitered 7] Moved [ OCriginal Site

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (If known} PHYSICAL APREARANCE

a. BACKGROUND INFORMATION:

Alexandria was a thriving port until 1861, dealing primarily in the export
of tobacco and grain. Tobacco was the currency with which John Alexander
in 1669 purchased the site of the future town. It was also tobacco that
brought Scotch merchants to the site in 1732, where they socon erected
riverfront warehouses. The rapid growth of the area spurred Virginia's
General Assembly to authorize the laying out of a town in 1748. Its
original trustees named the town "Alexandria" in honor of John Alexander.
The survey of the town was made by the Fairfax County Surveyor and his
17~year old assistant, George Washington. The formal incorporation of
the town, plus its designation as a Port of Entry, occurred in 1779.
Soon, grain from western counties became a more valuable export than
tobacco., Only the Civil War ended its usefuiness as a port.

Surviving structures that reflect Alexandria's early life number about
200 and lie largely within an area of about 25 squares of the modern
city, bounded roughly by the Potomac River, Franklin Street, North
Washington Street and Queen Street. These structures include both
warehouses and handsome dwellings. Of the latter, the Ramsay House

is the city's oldest. Gadsby's Tavern (actually two buildings dating,
respectively, from 1752 and 1792) was a famed center of hospitality,

food and political activity. Chequire House and Gilpin House exemplify
rich 18th-century dwellings atop the owner's mercantile establishments.
Along a cobblestone and tree shaded block of Prince Street are the color-
ful homes of early ship masters. Of the five surviving early warehouses,
those of John Fitzgerald are still in use. Title to Alexandria's historic
buildings rests in various private owners and public bodies.

b. BOUNDARIES: Please see attached Ordinance No. 1338

33

SNOI1 L3Nyl s NI




INSTRUCTIONS

SEE

[ SIGNIFICANCE

F'F..RIOD fcheck One or More as Appropriate}

Pre-Columbian [} 16th Century [ 18th Century X 20th Century ]
15th Century O 17th Century [] 19th Century KX

SPECIFIC DATEI(S) (If Applicable and Known)

AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE [(Check One or More as Appropriate)

Abor iginal Edueation O Political - Urban Planning - O
Prehistaric O Engineering ] Religion/Phi- Qther (Speécify} i)
Historic O Industry O losophy O3 Architeeture’

Agriculture a Invention M Scienca . | “History®

Art [ l.andscape Sculpture O

Commerce (] Architecture [] Secial/Human- =

Communications [] Literaturas ] irarian O

Conservation a Military O Theater M

Music | Transpertation [

STATEMENT OF SIGNILFICANCE (Include Personages, Datea, Events, Efc.)

Alexandria was formally authorized as a town by an act of the Virginia
Assembly in 1748. The town was laid off into uniform rectangular blocks
with George Washingtom acting as one of the original surveyecrs. From

the mid-eighteenth century until the Civil War, the town grew considerably
as it served as the principal seaport and commercial center of northern
Virginia.

The '""0ld and Historic District of Alexandria" as defined in Ordinance
1338 of the City Council of Alexandria, is an area embracing nearly 100
blocks in the heart of the original town. Within this district is to be
found probably the largest concentration of late-eighteenth and early-
nineteenth century urban architecture in the state. While a large number
of the buildings are significant examples of Colonial and Federal
architecture, many have important historical assoc1at10ns as well. Some
of the more notable architecturally and hlstorlcéllj important buildings
in the area include: The Ramsey House, the city's earliest structure;
Christ Church (erected I773), a well preserved Colonial church where the
Washingtons and Lees often worshipped; the Carlyle House (built 1752),
notable mid-Georgian mansion where GeneréT—ﬁ?Eaggzﬁ_aés entertained; the
Lloyd House (erected 1798), a fine Federal structure; Gadsby's Tavern
(17525 City Tavern (1798), two architecturally notable buildings which
were the scene of much early political activity; the Robert E. Lee House
(1795), a large Federal house where Lee spent much of his boyhood; the
Lotd- Fairfax House (1816), one of the nation's outstanding Federal
mansions; and the Alexandria Lyceum (1834), the city's finest Greek
Revival building.

Although Alexandria is famous primarily for its Federal architecture, it
should be noted that the city contains a number of fine Victeorjian
structures as well, There are also many nineteenth century townhouses
which are not significant as individual examples of architecture but are
important in that they serve to maintain the scale of the city and
visually link the more important buildings.

While the historic district of Alexandria does contain many individual
buildings of national significance, the district as a whole is extremely
important as it is one of the very few urban areas in the state where
enough of the old buildings have survived so that one can grasp a sense of
an early town environment.




9. MAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES

Davis, Deering, Stephen P. Dorsey, and Ralph Cole Hall, Alexandria Houses,

New York: Bonanza Books, 1946.
Moore, Gay Montague, Seaport in Virginia, Richmond, Virginia: Garret and
Massie, Inc., 1949,

Templeman, Eleanor Lee and Nan Netherton, Northern Virginia Heritage,
published by authors, 1966,

GEOGRAPHICAL DATA - - . .7

LATITUDE AND LONGITUDE CCORDINATES

LATITUDE AND LONGITUDE COORDINATES D DEFININ
DEFiNING A HECTANGLE LOCATING THE PROPERTY R ¢ TOHFELCEE:S':TTEHRA‘SOO,I:; ?:RAEPRGFERTY
CORNER LATITURE LONGITUDE LATITUDE LONGITUDE
Degrees Minutes Seconds | Degrees Minutes Samconds Degrees Minytes Seconds Degrees Minutes Seconds
Nw | 38° 49' 03" | 77° 03 15- ° ' : ° ' "
NE | 38° 49 03" | 77° o0z 20° -
SE 1 38° 47 26" | 77° 02 20- N
s | 38° 477 26° | 77° 03 15- a
LI!ST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAFPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES ‘:
STATE: CODE COUNTY CODE ‘:
STATE: CODE COUNTY! CODE
M
STATE: CODE | COUNTY: CoDE |-
<
STATE: CODE | COUNTY: copE |4
-
FORM. PREng'  BY : T e :
ND TITLE:
2\ / A’f’\//gvu\..\) C SRS
QRGANIZATICN CATE
Virginia Historic Landmarks Commission . i March 28, 1969
STREET AND NUMBER:
Room 1116, Ninth Street State Office Building -
CITY CR TOWN: STATE CODE
Richmond Virginia ' 760

2. STATE LIAISON OFFICER GERTIFK

- NATIONAL REGISTER VERIFICATION

As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na-
tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law
89-665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion
in the National Register and certify that it has been
evaluated according to the cr1ter1a and procedures set
forth by the National Park Servxce
level of significance of this nomination is:
Kl State [ Local

The' recomme hded’

O

National

Name Dr. Edward P, Alexander

Title Chairman, Virginia Historie

Landmarks Commission

D;é Marchiﬁé, 1969 ’

1 hereby certify that this property is included in the
National Register. T ‘

;:uoﬂ!- (M / I QL{/J (t [ /y

Chief, Qffice of Archeologdy and Historic Presg{vathr

ﬁMﬁ SC 5

Keeper of The N.

< :{} I é;lé;é?

ional Register

Late
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Alexandria
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DENTIFICATION L
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Alexandria. Prince Street (200 block) looking west,
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